HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT

HOW IT STARTED
The region of Jammu & Kashmir has been the subject of dispute for over six decades since the end
of British rule in India and the establishment of Pakistan as an independent nation.
During the partition, the Maharajah of the Princely State of Jammu & Kashmir signed an instrument
of Accession which made Kashmir a part of India. The legality of this Instrument is strongly disputed
with both Governments claiming that the Territory of Kashmir is rightfully theirs. Both India and
Pakistan now have access to arsenals of nuclear weapons, making the prospect of a nuclear
confrontation a realistic possibility.
The issue of Kashmir was debated in the UN Security Council in 1948. The resolution that emerged
called for a plebiscite which would allow the Kashmiri people themselves to determine their
political future. This plebiscite has never taken place and the inability of India and Pakistan to agree
on the implementation of this Resolution is the reason for the extraordinary length of time that
this dispute has continued.
The Kashmiri conflict has prompted no less than three wars over the past six decades. The prospect
of a further war, this time involving nuclear weapons, makes a resolution of this dispute an urgent
necessity. Daily human rights violations, disappearances, and the discovery of mass graves only
add to the need to find a resolution as soon as possible.

KASHMIR CONFLICT, AND THE STRUGGLE FOR ITS RESOLUTION
The more people that are made aware of the issues facing in Kashmir, the more help and support
can be provided to prevent the ongoing struggle in the region from escalating or turning into a
full-scale war. It is essential that the international Community be encouraged to play a positive role
as mediation and facilitation of negotiations toward a peace settlement. Unless there is pressure
put on the region to settle the dispute, and end the human rights violations, it is probable that the
region will never see a resolution come to pass. It is for that reason that it is imperative for the
International Community to get involved, as their support and demand for a solution will make a
resolution far more likely. If it is only ever the same voices that are heard, people might stop
listening, therefore we must ensure that more people are made aware of the situation and decide
to speak up about it, and demand an end to the atrocities occurring in Kashmir.
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SHORT NARRATIVE
The annual “Kashmir-EU Week” is an established platform for discussing and promoting the Kashmir
cause in the European Parliament. The leading Kashmiri organization, Kashmir Council-EU has
organised this annual conference for the last ten years. The purpose is to raise awareness to a
maximum number of EU parliamentarians, academics, researchers, human rights activists, women,
youth and political activists of the continuously deteriorating conditions in Kashmir.
The main feature of the 2017 Kashmir-EU Week conference was the participation of the prime minister
of Azad Kashmir, Mr Raja Muhammad Farooq Haider Khan, who presided over the sessions and held
important meetings with EU dignitaries and forums. The conference was well attended by MEPs,
activists, journalists and dignitaries.
Main objectives of the conference:
• To bring awareness to the EU parliamentarians about human rights violations
• To motivate EU parliamentarians to play their due role in realizing the right to self-determination for
the people of Kashmir
• To provide the diaspora Kashmiri activists with a united platform
• To build networks with academics, researchers, human rights activists and socio-cultural forums of
Europe
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The Kashmir Council-EU organized its annual conference under Kashmir-EU Week on 9-12 October
2017 in the European capital, Brussels, Belgium. His Excellency, the Prime Minister of Azad Kashmir,
Mr Raja Muhammad Farooq Haider Khan and Senior Minister of the AJK, Mr Tariq Farooq graced
the event from Azad Kashmir.
A large number of Kashmiri leadership of Europe besides journalists, human rights activists,
members and European parliamentarians attended the event. Following are the main features of
the event.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2017, EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
THEMATIC FOCUS: WHAT CAN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DO ABOUT THE
KASHMIR SITUATION?

The conference titled, “What Can the European Parliament Do about the Situation in Kashmir?”,
highlighted the grave human rights violations and sufferings of the hapless masses of Indian
Occupied Kashmir. The objective was to raise awareness of the European Parliament and motivate
them to play their role and help find a peaceful resolution to the Kashmir issue.
The Prime Minister of Azad Kashmir delivered the keynote speech at the first session of the 2017
Kashmir-EU Week, held at the European Parliament from the 10th to the 12th of October. His
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Excellency said that protection of rights of the people of Jammu and Kashmir, more specifically the
surety of right of self-determination is the legal obligation of the International Community,
especially the United Nations. The International Community must stop India from atrocities against
the Kashmiris.
He also urged the EU to pay immediate attention to the human rights of Kashmiris instead of trade
with the Indian regime. Kashmiris are deprived of the right of self-determination and the
International Community; the EU in particular should help them negotiate a peaceful solution to
the long-running conflict.
AJK’s PM said that nobody can stop Kashmiris from crossing the line of control (LoC) in order to
meet each other on the other side of the territory. He highly appreciated the efforts of the Kashmir
Council-EU for highlighting the Kashmir issue in Europe.
Senior Minister of AJK Tariq Farooq commented that bilateralism does not work between India and
Pakistan. So, the International Community must interfere and seek out an acceptable solution of
the Kashmir issue under UN resolutions.
Appreciating the Kashmir Council-EU headed by Mr Ali Raza Syed, MEP Sajjad Karim said that it
was almost difficult to mention Kashmir at the European Parliament but Mr Syed and his team
made it possible through their great efforts. It is important to mention that Dr Sajjad Karim has
been the host of the Kashmir-EU Week in the European Parliament for many years.
Mr Ali Raza Syed suggested close cooperation among the Kashmiri diaspora abroad in order to
effectively raise the Kashmir issues at an international level. He said the diaspora has the ability to
make a link between the International Community and Kashmiris, specifically a connection between
people suffering from human rights abuses, and the world outside of the Kashmir.
Referring to free trade agreement between India and EU, the UK MEP Wajid Khan said that the EU
should give priority to human rights and not just the economic potential. He also called upon the
International Community to fulfil its promises under the UN resolutions by paving the way to the
right of self-determination of the Kashmiris.
Danielle Caron, former member of Brussels Parliament, suggested an enhanced exchange of
delegations between the EU and Kashmir. She said that frequent visits of Kashmiri figures to the
EU, and visits from EU’s officials and other important figures to Kashmir would help achieve a better
understanding among the Europeans about the Kashmir problem.
MLA for Overseas in AJK’s Assembly Raja Javed Iqbal also demanded the EU make efforts in
preventing human rights violations in Indian Occupied Kashmir.
Researcher and Journalist Syed Sibtain Shah, Tariq But and Atiq ur Rehman from UK, Kent Roy and
others also spoke at the occasion.
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2017, EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
EXHIBITION: ‘MAQBOOZA KASHMIR’
For the past year, Indian Kashmir has been plagued by a new separatist insurrection.
This forgotten conflict ravages the daily life of the local civilians.

The event started on 10th October with the opening of the exhibition by His Excellency, the Prime
minister of AJK, Mr Raja Muhammad Farooq Haider Khan. The exhibition was hosted in the
premises of the European Parliament. The photographs from Indian Held Kashmir were produced
by a noted Belgian photographer Cédric Gerbehaye highlighted the sufferings of the people,
especially during the recent unrest. The event was addressed by His Excellency, Senior Minister of
AJK, Mr. Ali Raza Syed, Chairman KC-EU, Mr. Sajjad Haider Karim MEP, Mr. Wajid Khan MEP, along
with other MEPs who met with His Excellency. His Excellency highlighted the current realities of
Kashmir and express their resolve for the right to self-determination.
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2017, EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
THEMATIC FOCUS: INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AND THE PROTECTION OF
HUMAN RIGHTS IN SOUTH ASIA

The second session was organised in the European Parliament, and was chaired by Mr Anthony
Crasner. His Excellency, the Prime Minister of AJK gave a thought-provoking keynote address to
open the session. In his statement, he said that EU youth can play a valuable role in the context of
the Kashmir cause in the region of Europe, and that they should raise awareness about the Kashmir
dispute within Europe. They should talk to European youth, intellectuals, politicians and
parliamentarians on the true reality of the Kashmir dispute.
The AJK PM said that we have to introduce ourselves without a political party affiliation in Europe.
Giving his own example, Raja Muhammad Farooq Haider Khan said, “I came here as a Kashmiri and
for that, I can highlight the issue of Kashmir effectively. I left my party affiliation in Islamabad.” He
also advised the other Kashmiri leaders to put aside their political party affiliation when they travel
abroad. He urged the members of the press to help in highlighting the Kashmir issue in Europe.
About Kashmir, he emphasized, “We should not compromise on our national interests while we
should stand on our principles.” He again asked the youth to meet every leading circle of life in
Europe including students, intellectuals, politicians and members of Parliament. Emphasizing the
importance of diaspora communities in Europe, Mr Raja Muhammad Farooq Haider Khan also
called for unity among the Kashmiris in Europe.
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YOUTH LEADERSHIP FORUM SESSIONS

The Youth Leadership Forum, an initiative designed to promote a fresh approach has convened a
group of the most promising of tomorrow’s intellectual elite. The Kashmir-EU Week sessions
provided them with the opportunity to share the platform with academics, professionals and
diplomats, but also to challenge the current policies and to analyse the strategies to promote an
independent Kashmir.
The interview sessions held with Mr Anthony Crasner allowed each student to strengthen their
ability to present themselves, perform under pressure and hold an engaging conversation.
Networking and engaging with individuals involved in the cause was a very rewarding experience
for the students.
As a result, the Youth forum sessions give potential future leaders the skills needed to analyse
different governance situations. The forum sensitised the future leaders on the relationship
between democracy and ownership, and exposed them to the working of democratic institutions
in practice.
They discussed how the International Community works, especially within the European Parliament,
and how their policies could affect change in Kashmir. An argument was made that it should be
the Kashmiris themselves who try and find a solution to the conflict, and stop asking the
International Community for help and support. However, others said that without them pushing
for a solution, there would be no incentive for any peaceful and permanent agreement, and no
chance for the Kashmiri people to obtain the right of self-determination.
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QUESTIONS FORMULATED BY THE STUDENTS DURING THE YOUTH FORUM
SESSIONS
1. The use of pellet guns on civilian targets is a common practice of the Indian army in Kashmir.
Since 2010, the use of pellet guns has led to blindness in 92 reported cases.
The systematic use of violence against civilian population violates human international human
rights and opposes the values on which the EU were founded. Despite India’s noncompliance
with international human right laws, the EU remains among one of its greatest economic allies.
Will fellow MEP’s join me in pushing for economic sanctions against India until it agrees
to honour the values of the EU and ban the use of pellet guns?
2. Taking into consideration the role of NGOs in Europe and Kashmir and Pakistan that work
closely with the fighters on the ground as well as empowering girls and bringing higher quality
education and helping survivors of attacks to have access to hospitals and medical facilities.
The Kashmir Council-EU would like to ask the fellow MEPs on how NGOs in the EU that
are committed to improving Human Rights situation in the world and prevent Human
Rights violations in conflicted areas are willing to collaborate with local NGOs and
provide resources and guidelines for them?

SPECIAL MEETING WITH THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION
The special meeting with the European Commission was one of the main achievements of the
Kashmir-EU Week 2017. This was the second time in the history of Kashmir and the EU that the
European Commission has invited Kashmiri leadership to discuss the realities of the Kashmir
dispute from the perspective of the people of Kashmir. The Commission delegation was headed
by Mr Dietmar Krissler, deputy of Mrs Federica Mogherini and Mr Jean Francois Cautain,
Ambassador to the delegation of the EU to Pakistan.
The KC delegation was headed by His Excellency, the Prime Minister of AJK accompanied by a
senior minister, Mr. Tariq Farooq, Mr. Ali Raza Syed and Mr. Anthony Crasner. The Prime Minister
apprised the Commission of the grave human rights violations in IOK and urged them to encourage
their representative in Delhi to visit Kashmir. Moreover, he urged the Commission to send a
delegation of the EU to monitor the situation as described.

LIST OF MEPS WHO MET WITH HIS EXCELLENCY PRIME MINISTER RAJA
MUHAMMAD FAROOQ HAIDER KHAN
MEP Julie Ward
MEP Ana Gomes
MEP Wajid Khan
MEP Sajjad Karim
MEP Sion Simon
MEP Pier Antonio Panzeri, Chair of the DROI (Human Rights) Subcommittee
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
The Kashmir dispute has been a major destabilising factor in the region for the past 70 years. It
has expanded into a full-scale war between the parties on three occasions. The failure to resolve
the dispute by treating it as an internal, domestic, matter serves to underline the need for an
external moderator if progress is to be made.
The European Parliament and its Member states have an essential role to play in finding a peaceful
settlement of the Kashmir issue under the spirit of the international norms and commitments.
▪

The human rights abuses perpetrated against the civilian population of Kashmir warrant the
urgent attention of the European Parliament and should be placed on the agenda for the
Human Rights Sub-Committee for 2018. The issue of Kashmir has not been discussed in the
Humans Rights Sub-Committee for some considerable time - the most recent Resolution of
the European Parliament on this topic was passed in 2008.

▪

In order to improve the situation in Kashmir, we suggest that the European Parliament should
send a diplomatic fact-finding mission to both sides of the Line of Control to assess and
monitor how serious the present situation is.

▪

Jammu and Kashmir is an internationally acknowledged disputed territory and it is the
responsibility of the International Community to play its role in finding a peaceful settlement
and help achieve self-determination. This settlement should also include the people of Kashmir
at the negotiation table.

▪

The European Parliament should reinforce efforts and encourage the state authorities to
withdraw its occupying forces from the territory and cease immediately and completely all
military and paramilitary action against the people of Jammu and Kashmir.

▪

The EU should continue to promote international human rights standards, and hold the state
authorities accountable for their behaviour in occupied territories and oblige them to
investigate all allegations of enforced disappearances.

▪

In order to help protect the human rights of the population concerned, the EU should support
human rights defenders and civil rights organisations.

▪

Last but not least, of particular concern to the International Community, both the Indian and
the Pakistani sides have accumulated significant arsenals of nuclear weapons. This could pose
a threat not only on a regional level, but on a global level.
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CONTACT
For more information, please contact us or visit our website and social media pages
secretariat@kashmircouncil.eu
+32 2 280 69 94
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